[image: image1.jpg]/\

Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence

ACTIONAILLIANCE





Muslim Responses to Domestic Violence
 
 
FAITH: Foundation for Appropriate and Immediate Temporary Help
Based in Loudon County, VA, the mission of FAITH is to provide humanitarian aid to those in need who live in Northern Virginia communities. FAITH has a “safe and peaceful families” community outreach program sponsored by the Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter (LAWS) and the Center for Multicultural Human Services. They work to improve services and support to Muslim victims of domestic violence.
Email: FAITHDV1@aol.com
Address: FAITH, 500 Grove Street, Suite 210, Herndon, VA 20170
Phone Number: 703-323-2198
Thrift Store Phone Number: 703-766-3396
 
Domestic Violence – An Islamic Perspective
A helpful collection of articles and links specifically addressing domestic violence in Muslim communities.
http://www.themodernreligion.com/women/w_dv.htm
 
Peaceful Families Project
This program of the FaithTrust Institute (formerly the Center for the Prevention of Sexual and Domestic Violence) aims to systemically change individual and community attitudes about openly discussing and attempting to solve cases of domestic violence within the Muslim community by providing: training in peaceful family dynamics based in the Qur’an and Hadith (Islam’s two scriptural sources); violence awareness; and Islamic marriage contract literacy (extant since the 7th century C.E.), which is equivalent to a pre-nuptial agreement.
http://www.cpsdv.org/Domestic-Violence/muslim-peaceful-families.htm
 
Baitul Salaam Network
Baitul Salaam means “house of peace.” This faith-based organization based in Atlanta, GA operates a shelter and works to help eliminate the climate of fear and ignorance  that makes family violence possible.
http://www.baitulsalaamnetwork.freehomepage.com
 
Islam and the Question of Violence
An article published in Al-Serat, a journal of Islamic studies.
http://www.al-islam.org/al-serat/IslamandViolence.htm
 
 
An Islamic Prayer
All praise is due to You, our Lord, Guardian, and Cherisher of the Universe, who have sent the prophets to teach us how to live as full human beings. Make us among those who can truly say, “We hear and obey.” Awaken in our hearts those attributes You love best, and help us to be Merciful, Compassionate, Forgiving, Truthful, Just, and Patient with each other and with all those around us. Make us worthy to be counted in the community of Your Beloved, who said, “The best of you are those who are the best to their families.”
(reprinted from the Circles of Peace, Circles of Justice newsletter of the Parenting for Peace & Justice Network, Feb 2000)
 
 
Some Relevant Verses from the Qur’an
 
“The believers men and women are protectors, one of another: they enjoin what is just and forbid what is evil.” (9:71)
 
 “And of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you might find peace of mind in them and He put between you love and compassion. Surely there are signs in this for a people who reflect.” (30:21)
 
“O you who believe…nor should you treat them (women) with harshness… on the contrary, live with them on a footing of kindness and equity.” (4:19)
 
“Retain them in kindness or release them in kindness, and do not retain them just to torment then and rob them of their rights. And whoso does this, he surely wrongs his own soul.” (2:231)
 
“And in your mutual dealings, do not forget to be generous.” (2:237) 
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