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Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence

ACTIONAILLIANCE





Christian Responses to Domestic Violence
FaithTrust Institute (formerly the Center for the Prevention of Sexual & Domestic Violence)
Plenty of articles and materials in English, Spanish, and other languages addressing domestic violence from the Christian perspective and from interfaith perspectives. Resources you can order include the popular videos “Wings Like a Dove: Healing for the Abused Christian Woman” and “Broken Vows: Religious Perspectives on Domestic Violence.” 
http://www.cpsdv.org/Domestic-Violence/index.htm
 
The Black Church & Domestic Violence Institute
This national organization offers many resources, including a video called “The Preachers: Working to End Sexual and Domestic Violence,” featuring sermons by ordained clergy who have survived partner violence. They also coordinate an annual conference, conduct trainings, and offer liturgical resources for Domestic Violence Sabbath Observance. 
http://www.bcdvi.org/index.htm
“When I Call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence Against Women”

A statement of the U.S. Catholic Bishops. 
http://www.usccb.org/bishops/help.htm
 
“Turning Mourning Into Dancing: A Policy Statement on Healing Domestic Violence and Study Guide”
This 84-page paper was approved by the 2001 Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and includes more than 60 recommendations for action, including a variety of educational and advocacy efforts at all levels of the church. This resource encourages congregations to become more involved in ministries to victims, survivors, and perpetrators of domestic violence.
** you will need Acrobat Reader to open this document **
http://www.pcusa.org/oga/publications/dancing.pdf
 
Catholic Diocese of Richmond, Office of Justice and Peace

This office has created English and Spanish language brochures, support group curricula, and other resources to address domestic violence from a Catholic perspective. These resources have been distributed statewide and additional copies are available.
http://www.richmonddiocese.org/ojp/
 
Time To Fly Foundation 

Based in Falls Church, Virginia, Time to Fly is devoted to “helping formerly abused women regain their God given worth and confidence with the unconditional love and transforming power of Jesus Christ!” 
http://www.timetofly.org
 
Task Force to Stop Abuse Against Women

Offers information and suggestions for pastors, churches, youth, victims, and abusers.
http://www.abuseofwomen.org
 
Books

 
Keeping the Faith: Guidance for Christian Women Facing Abuse by Marie Fortune (Harper Collins Publishers, Inc., San Francisco, 1987)
 
Breaking the Cycle of Abuse: A Biblical Approach to Recognizing and Responding to Domestic Violence by Catherine Scott
 
Domestic Violence: What Every Pastor Needs to Know by Reverend Al Miles, 2000
 
The Lord Hears Your Cries: Hope and Strength from the Scriptures in the Midst of Domestic Violence (from the American Bible Society:  www.americanbible.org or 1-800-32-BIBLE)
 
Prayers
 
A Christian Prayer
Loving God, you sent Jesus to show us how to live nonviolently. Jesus, you listened carefully to everyone. You cared about the feelings of others. You forgave those who hurt you. Your heart went out to people no one else cared about. Jesus, send us your Spirit to help each of us be truthful whenever we speak, loving whenever we act, and courageous whenever we find violence or injustice around us. We pledge to live without violence and rely on your mercy and love to help us live this pledge faithfully.
(adapted from the Circles of Peace, Circles of Justice newsletter of the Parenting for Peace & Justice Network, Feb 2000)
 
Prayer to End Domestic Violence
Spirit of God, through your unconditional love made manifest in Jesus of Nazareth,
You showed us how to manifest love, care and respect in our relationships.
We confess that, even in this faith community, many women, children and some men are beaten and abused – verbally, emotionally, and sexually – by those who claim to love them.
We pledge to be more caring in our personal relationships; and
We pledge our faith community to be a safe haven for those who are battered, a support for abusers sincerely seeking help, and an advocate for non-violence in the world.
Help us to be signs of your unconditional love in the world. Amen.
(Use during worship and to begin/end meetings during October, Domestic Violence Awareness Month)
 
The Church
If this is not a place where tears are understood, Where do I go to cry?
If this is not a place where my spirits can take wing, Where do I go to fly?
If this is not a place where my questions can be asked, Where do I go to seek?
If this is not a place where my feelings can be heard, Where do I go to speak?
If this is not a place you’ll accept me as I am, Where to I go to be?
If this is not a place where tears are understood, Where do I go to cry?
(Anonymous)
 
 
Some Relevant Bible Verses

 
“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him [or her]. For God’s temple is holy, and that temple you are.” (1 Cor. 3:16-17)
 
“The Lord examines both the righteous and the wicked. He hates everyone who loves violence.” (Psalm 11:5)
 
“Husbands love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.” (Col. 3:19)
 
“Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. ” (Eph. 5:21)
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